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$5 million green project kicks off 


Changes help the 
environment 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Photojournalist 


A yearlong energy conservation 
project involving numerous renova- 
tions on both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campus is set to launch 
this month. The $5.9 million project 
found its roots several years ago with 
Governor Patrick's desire to be a 
leader in promoting green communi- 
ties and solar power. 

“Probably in a strategic sense it 
started with Governor Patrick and his 
desire to have Massachusetts to be a 
leader in the field of energy conser- 
vation,” said Dick Goulet, director of 
facilities management at Northern 
Essex. “We've passed laws to that 
effect and executive orders, and he's 
been promoting things like green 
communities and solar power. He 
basically has a mandate for a very 
aggressive conservation of energy in 
Massachusetts.” : 

The state initiated the project 
several years ago, when they 
approached David Hartleb, who was 


president of NECC at the time. 
Goulet said NECC has been working 
on this energy conservation project, 
and the design and feasibility of it, 
for the last two years. “Its all come 
together and has finally been 
approved.” 

The money for the project is 
being provided from a combination 
of funds from the Clean Energy 
Investment Program fund (CEIP) - 
they have funded around 4 million 
from the fund that was created - and 
the rest through state and other gen- 
eral bonds and funding. 

NECC is one of two or three 
community colleges that either have 
completed projects or have projects 
under way of this magnitude, Goulet 
said. 

The energy project works by 
installing eco-friendly solutions and 
controls that will save money and 
produce less environment-harming 
carbon into the air. 

“The project involves a number 
of what are called ECMs, which 
means Energy Conservation 
Measures, ranging from shifting from 
electric heat on this campus, the 
Haverhill campus, to natural gas... 
then we have numerous lighting 
upgrades as well, converting to more 


efficient lighting." There will be 
quite a bit of controls improvements 
as well. Lights in the classrooms and 
the controls will be upgraded and 
parking lot light fixtures are also on 
the slate to be replaced. 

“We're reducing kilowatt hours 
consumption by some 3.4 million 
kilowatt hours per year and that rep- 
resents roughly a 40 percent reduc- 
tion of current kilowatt use per year. 
The carbon reduction associated with 
that is roughly 2.5 million pounds of 
less carbon per year. That's directly 
associated with the reduction of elec- 
tricity use. So it's significant foot- 
print reduction from the ‘greening’ 
point of carbon reduction." 

Goulet said they will be coordi- 
nating work as they go along. There 
will be teams of workers over sever- 
al campuses and they will try to do as 
much of the work as possible from 
8 p.m. to 8 a.m. They are working on 
initiating a warning system for stu- 
dents, faculty and staff. 

“We'll actually see construction 
trailers on site within a month.” 

Goulet said the $5.9 millions will 
get repaid in energy saving roughly 
over 14 years. About savings of about 
$400,00 a year. 


Warren vs. Brown 


NECC student 
attends fiery debate 


By ZACH CHECHOWITZ 
Correspondent 


The debate between 
Professor Elizabeth Warren and 
Senator Scott Brown on Monday 
night drew the attention of both 
Massachusetts voters and a national 
audience as the two candidates went 
head to head for an hour at the 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Tsongas Arena. A group of sixteen 
Northern Essex students and faculty 
attended the debate, including 


'_ President Lane Glenn. 


The debate was set up so 
that for the majority of the time, the 
‘two candidates could freely respond 
to the questions asked without time 
limits, much like the format of mod- 
erator David Gregory's “Meet The 
Press.” It spanned a range of issues, 
including Warren's _ claimed 
Cherokee heritage, their records as 
attorneys, Brown's Washington 


record, bipartisanship, and “hot top- 
ics” such as jobs, immigration, and 
the War in Afghanistan. 

The event began with a 
quick survey prior to the start of the 
debate, judging the political lean- 
ings of the live audience, which 
heavily favored Warren. The debate 
began with the first question con- 
cerning Warren's Native American 
heritage claims. Warren continued 
to defend her family legend and 
emphasized that she did not use it 
for her benefit, but Brown used her 
unsubstantiated claims to call into 
question her personal integrity. 

The debate moved quickly 
to the question of each candidate's 
record as an attorney. Warren 
released her records shortly before 
the debate, and denied that her work 
defending corporations _like 
Traveler's Insurance and LTV Steel 
had hurt workers suffering from 
job-related health problems. Brown 
said that he had released his records 
also, and asserted that Warren had a 
choice in taking on the cases that 


she did, and they are inconsistent 
with her image. 

The most heated part of the 
open portion of the debate came during 
the discussion of bipartisanship and the 
role each would play in Washington. 
Brown continued to assert that he is one 
of the most bipartisan Senators in 
Congress. Warren attacked him for this 
statement, saying that Brown has por- 
trayed himself as a strong Republican 
outside the state and that Brown had 
signed the controversial “no tax increase” 
pledge from Americans for Tax Reform, 
however, when asked how she would 
reach across the aisle, she could name no 
active Republican Senators with whom 
she felt able to work. 

The remainder of the 
debate consisted of a question and 
answer session with UMass Lowell 
students on topics like immigration, 
and ended with lighthearted ques- 
tions on the Red Sox and a discus- 
sion of the admirable qualities the 
candidates saw in each other. 


Michele Simon Photo 
This is probably the second or third round of lighting 
technology upgrades in the last 5- 7 years. But the 
technology keeps changing so that there is still more 
savings. 


Former Governor Visits NECC 


MCT CAMPUS PHOTO 
Michael Dukakis, former three-term governor of 
Massachusetts and 1988 Democratic nominee for 
president, will visit Northern Essex on Friday, 
October 5th. Dukakis will speak from 10 to 11:30 
A.M. in Room 103 A/B in the Technology Center 
about his experiences running for president, as 
well as the importance of voting. 
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THANK YOU FOR NOT SMOKING 


It would be hard to ignore the 
signs. “This is a non-smoking 
campus, states one sign. 
“THANK YOU FOR NOT 
SMOKING,” states another. The 
flashing digital sign tells us as we 
enter the Haverhill college cam- 
pus that we do not, as a college 
community, smoke on these 
grounds. The sign is hard to miss. 
Yet, sure enough, as you scan 
through this edition of the paper, 
you will see that these signs are 
being ignored and missed. Our 
students have spoken. They want 
this issue to be addressed. 

The college shows great con- 
cern for the environment. We 
have an annual recycling day for 
electronics and an annual 
“green” month. We have fertil- 
ized 500 trees. We even print on 
both sides of the paper at NECC 
so we do not waste paper and 


therefore kill trees unnecessarily. 

NECC is also launching a 
five million dollar conservation 
project to make our campus envi- 
ronment more eco-friendly. The 
largest portion of these funds will 
be replacing our antiquated heat- 
ing system and the lights in the 
parking lots with more energy 
efficient solutions. 

Dr. David Hartleb thought it 
important before he retired to 
leave us as a non-smoking com- 
munity. He carried through with 
his plan and as some of us waved 
good-bye, others were crushing 
out their cigarettes or making a 
dash for their cars during their 
break time. 

Since Dr. Hartleb has been 
gone, there has always been the 
occasional rogue smoker, that 
smoker who, for some bizarre 
reason, did not realize he was the 
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only person on campus who was 
lighting up. This seems to have 
changed this year. 

There seems to be a new 
breed, a group, a gang of individ- 
uals who simply think the rules 
do not apply to them. They have 
been seen in many places. I have 
seen them in groups of four and 
five at the beginning of the park- 
ing lot to the Spurk building, 
standing in a circle, all with a 
cigarette in their hand. They were 
laughing, joking, talking and 
puffing away as if there was no 
such thing as a campus wide ban 
on smoking. I have seen them in 
the courtyard behind the Spurk 
building, sitting on the benches 
and enjoying the sunshine while 
others are forced to inhale their 
second hand smoke. 

One beautiful day this fall I 
happened to have the windows to 


the newsroom open. The sun was 
warm and the breeze was gentle. 
I was enjoying one of the last 
moments of nice weather before 
the New England winter set in. 
All of a sudden, I got a whiff of 
putrid second hand smoke. I 
looked out my window and there 
were two students, standing 
there, looking brazen, and with- 
out a care in the world, puffing 
away as they pollute my news- 
room, and my lungs. 

So, in a most courteous way, I 
looked out my window and 
reminded them that there is a 
smoking ban on the campus. 
They casually looked up at me 
and without a word sauntered 
away, taking their cigarettes with 
them, still lit. 

Why do we as a college have 
ano smoking policy if we are not 
going to enforce it? Is this an 


optional policy? THANK YOU 
FOR NOT SMOKING, only if 
you feel okay about it, or if it 
does not inconvenience you to go 
without a cigarette while you are 
on NECC property? Don't put 
your cigarette away if doing so 
evokes a sense of irritability that 
you are being told what to do, or 
not do? 

There have been no recent 
tickets issued by security to 
smokers who are choosing to 
break the college rules. Why has 
enforcement of the campus wide 
ban on smoking slacked off? In 
any large group of people there 
are a few ‘bad apples that spoil 
the bunch,’ as the saying goes. 
These select few brazen, discour- 
teous ‘bad apples’ should pay the 
consequences for their choices 
instead the majority of the stu- 
dent and faculty population. 


Have you seen anyone smoking 


on campus? 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse 
all submissions. 
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FADIA CHAHINE 
Psycology 
Yeah, I’ve seen them in 

the parking lot. | don’t 
see the problem with 
people’s choicee as 
long as it dosen't affect 
others. 


TYLER LARCOM 
Philosophy 
l’ve seen many people 
smoke on campus, 
even when the security 
guards aren’t around. 


MARK MAHONEY 
Liberal Arts 


Yes, a good amount. 
But, it should be kept 
in parking lots not com- 
mon areas. Also, secu- 
rity shouldn’t hassle 
smokers as much. 


Have you taken or are currently taking Journalism | and would like to be on 
Staff? Then submit your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication schedule 


Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline Photos/Interviews by Jessica Palmer 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 21 
Dec. 5 


Oct. 10 
Oct. 24 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 28 


How to submit to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters and articles from our readers. Letters 


must include your name and phone number for verification. Submissions 
| should include Letter or Article to Editor in the subject line or risk not being 
| received by the Observer email system. 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter or Article to the Editor in the subject line. 


ISRAEL DE JESUS 
Criminal Justice 
No, I’m new here. I’ve 
never seen anyone 
smoke, but the school 
should have an area 
for people to smoke. 


Molse Dupuy 
Exercise Science 


ToRI COMEAU 
Psycology 
Yes, by the Student 
Center. | wanted to say 
someting. 


I’ve seen students 
smoking. As long as it 
is not bothersome it is 
fine. They should have 
a designated spot. 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Lets give some blood! 


Giving up your time to give 
a helping hand could save a 
life. 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


Provided by the American 
Red Cross, every two seconds 
someone in the United States 
needs blood. On September 24th 
Northern Essex and the American 
Red Cross held a blood drive on 
. the Haverhill Campus. More than 
forty people showed support by 
giving blood and volunteering. 
According to the www.redcross- 
blood.org, more than 44,000 
blood donations are given each 
day. 

There are many ways 
in which you can contribute to 
these blood drives. Volunteering 
can be a great way to show your 
support if you feel uncomfortable 
about giving blood or medically 
you can't. When volunteering, 
your duties may include register- 
ing donors, providing snacks and 
drinks to those after they've 
donated, or just being a friendly 
ear to those giving blood. It is a 
very rewarding experience know- 


need is ¢ onstant. _ 
gratification is instant. 
__ Give blood” 


lood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 


aa 


The American Red Cross 


1940. 


ing you helped an important 
cause that people tend to over 
look. 

The website www.americas- 
blood.org gives fifty-six facts 
about blood. One being, that 17 
percent of non-donors never 
thought about donating. While, 
15 percent confessed to be 
“busy” when local blood drives 


The good, ba 


Politics broken down 


ZACHARY CHECHOWTZ 
CORRESPONDENT 


The events of the past few 
weeks in the political realm have 
completely come to redefine this 
election, as foreign affairs crises 
in the Middle East and scrutiny 
from the press has left both candi- 
dates reeling and trying to bring a 
sense of order and normalcy to 
each campaign. Voters are trying 
to determine what they think of 
Romney after the leaks of contro- 
versial footage last week and are 
left reconsidering President 
Obama's strength in foreign poli- 
cy in the wake of the events in the 
Middle East. 


However, amidst this uncer- 
tainty, I want to direct our focus 
back to the conventions for a 
moment. It was in these conven- 
tions that each candidate defined 
himself on his own terms, and 
offered a view of what he wanted 
us to see in him. In the debates of 
the coming weeks, we will see 
each candidate try to fit into that 
idealistic mold that he had 
formed at the conventions, while 
the opponent will try to portray 
him differently, so.an understand- 
ing of’ the conventions proves 
useful in determining what each 
candidate wants the American 
public to see. 


Both the Republican and the 
Democratic National 
Conventions can be broken down 
into three different categories, the 
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly, 
which ironically are brought to us 
by the most memorable guest at 


the Republican Convention, Mr. 
Clint Eastwood. First, we will 
focus on the Republican 
Convention. 


The Good: The Republican 
Convention did a good job of 
defining Mitt Romney as a per- 
son. While the Convention has 
received criticism for focusing 
more on how the Republicans 
disagree with and _ dislike 
President Obama than on their 


candidate, speeches by Mitt 
Romney's wife Ann, former 
Olympians, members of 


Romney's church, and people 
who had benefited from the work 
of Bain Capital (Romney's much 
scrutinized company) displayed 
Governor Romney as a likeable 
family man, someone who was 
just a good, simple American. 
Romney's biggest problem has 
been portraying himself as some- 
one who is connected with the 
American people, despite his 
income level. The speakers at the 
convention were also very well- 
picked, as women, African- 
Americans, and Hispanic 
Americans took the stage for piv- 
otal speeches during the conven- 
tion, such as Senator Marco 
Rubio and Former Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice, and 
many other speakers focused on 
President Obama's economic 
record, including former Florida 
Governor, Jeb Bush. 


The Bad: The major weakness 
of the Republican Convention 
was the lack of focus on Romney 
himself and a heavy focus on 
President Obama. Very few of the 
political speakers focused on 
what Romney had to offer to the 
nation if he were to be elected, 
and Romney did not have a very 
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blood program started in 


were running. You are never too 
occupied to help save a life. 
Giving blood cannot 
only be beneficial for you, but for 
whoever receives your donation. 
For first time donors, the 
American Red Cross provides 
helpful tips to prepare you 
beforehand. Some tips include, 
but are not limited too: maintain- 


ing a healthy diet, by avoiding 
fatty foods before giving blood 
and keeping your iron levels bal- 
anced, Hydrating yourself as fre- 
quently as possible, and getting 
enough sleep because along with 
a healthy diet, lack of sleep may 
prone you to complications dur- 
ing your donation. 

After giving blood you are 
going to want to replenish your 
body. Tips for after your donation 
also, provided by the American 
Red Cross are as follows: Staying 
hydrated continuously for the 
next twenty-four to forty-eight 
hours to replace any lost fluids 
during the donating process. 
Also, avoiding any vigorous 
exercise for at least five hours 
after your donation. A result of 
over strenuous activity may result 
in dizziness, nausea, and fainting. 

Supporting blood 
drives gives you more than a 
sense of gratification. After giv- 
ing blood for the first time you'll 
receive a donor card in the mail 
with your blood type. Each card 
has a short story and every time 
you read that card you'll know 
you made a difference. 

If you've volunteered, 
more opportunities will present 
themselves. The first time you've 
volunteered they allow you to 
request information on upcoming 


blood drives or events in which 
they'll need volunteers. 
Volunteering can benefit you by 
feeling not only accomplished, 
but knowing you acted on com- 
plete selflessness and gave up 
your time to help others is an 
internal victory. 

According to www.mayoclin- 
ic.org, each blood donation can 
benefit as many as three people. 
Your donation is separated into 
three parts: your red blood cells, 
platelets, and plasma. www.can- 
cer.net discusses how important 
each aspect of your donation is. 
Platelets are crucial for people in 
chemotherapy, and bone marrow 
transplantation. Plasma helps 
people with fluctuating levels of 
blood pressure, sodium, and 
potassium and red blood cell 
receivers are usually ER patients; 
transplant recipients, and cancer 
patients in need of blood transfu- 
sions. Know that when you 
donate blood it is going to good 
use, it is saving someone's life, 
and you are responsible for that. 

If you are interested in 
volunteering at the next blood 
drive here on campus contact the 
Student Engagement Center. 


, and ugly of politics 


spectacular acceptance speech to 
end the Convention, and he 
remained very quiet about his 
particular policies in the speech. 


The Ugly: With all of the 
focus on President Obama's poli- 
cies and his political record, it 
was inevitable that the 
Republican Convention would be 
critical of the President, but, in 
some cases, it went too far and 
belittled the President. Some of 


the speakers mocked the 
President in a distasteful way, and 
even many seated in the 


Convention were a little taken 
aback by comments like those 
made by Tim Pawlenty. 

An unscripted performance 
by Clint Eastwood did not help 
the convention much either, as his 
speech became a humorous talk- 
ing point among pundits and the 
Rubio and Romney speeches that 
followed it were overshadowed. 
Eastwood's message was not 
always clear, and his most mem- 
orable words came from his 
“empty chair” bit. His attempt to 
reclaim the speech at the very end 
served to convey his intended 
point, but his unscripted perform- 
ance hurt the Republicans more 
than helped them. 


In all, the Republican conven- 
tion served to present a different 
Romney than the Obama 
Administration had shown him to 
be in advertisements and in 
speeches. It provided a stark con- 
trast between the Republican 
Party and the President, but left 
some undecided voters wonder- 
ing what the Republicans brought 
to the table. However, the weak- 
nesses of Romney's speech, the 
unnecessary extent to which 
some of the Republicans went in 


criticizing the President, and 
Clint Eastwood's performance 
greatly diminished the effective- 
ness of the Convention. 


The Democratic Convention 
experienced events in this same 
spectrum as well, so now we will 
shift our focus there. 


The Good: Former President 
Bill Clinton provided one of the 
best speeches of the convention, 
as it seemed like he was almost 
giving the acceptance speech 
himself. His performance was 
nearly rivaled by that of the Vice 
President. Joe Biden delivered a 
speech that even his opponents 
have called heartfelt and passion- 
ate. 


The Bad: It seemed as if there 
was a theme going on between 
the two conventions, for neither 
of the two candidates had a stellar 
acceptance speech. President 
Obama's rhetoric was skillful as 
usual, but the message that he 
espoused in the speech was noth- 
ing new and lacked substance, 
much like Romney's speech. 
Julian Castro's speech, the 
keynote, was equally as unevent- 
ful. Although he spoke well, his 
speech did not compare to the 
keynote that Marco Rubio deliy- 
ered at the Republican 
Convention nor to the previous 
two DNC keynotes. 


The Ugly: The Democratic 
Convention, while having its 
share of Romney-bashing, fell 
prey to itself most in the conflict 
over the inclusion of God and the 
recognition of Jerusalem in the 
party's platform. This year's 
Democratic platform originally 
did not possess any recognition 


of God, although every previous 
platform had always possessed 
such a reference. Also, it did not 
affirm that Jerusalem is the capi- 
tal of Israel, our largest ally in the 
Middle East. An amendment was 
made and was formally accepted 
by a disputed two-thirds majority, 
but there was obvious discord 
within the party. 


The Democratic Convention 
did well to speak to the working- 
class and middle-class Americans 
who could relate to the personas 
of both Bill Clinton and Joe 
Biden, and to those who have 
always been Obama supporters. 
The majority of the speakers pre- 
sented a convincing argument as 
to why Obama should be reelect- 
ed, however many voters are left 
looking for results from his first 
term, not promises for his second. 
The weakness of his speech in 
content and the God/Jerusalem 
fiasco weakened the effect that 
the convention had, especially 
among moderates and undecided 
voters. 


Since these two events, much 
has begun to change, however 
these two gatherings established 
each party's values in the plat- 
forms and subsequently laid the 
foundation for the campaigns 
going forward. In the coming 
weeks, we will see how closely 
each candidate holds to these val- 
ues in the debates and on the 
campaign trail, even in the face of 
the changing circumstances that 
we have already started to see. 


ASHLEE FERRANTE 
COPY EDITOR 


Tobacco use is one of the 
leading causes of deaths world- 
wide. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control “Worldwide, 
tobacco use causes more than 5 
million deaths per year, and cur- 
rent trends show that tobacco use 
will cause more than 8 million 
deaths annually by 2030.” When 
you by a box of cigarettes on the 
side it clearly states the Surgeon 
General warning, that smoking is 
dangerous to your health and can 
cause life threatening diseases 
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Smoke Free Campus? 


like lung cancer, heart disease, 
emphysema and much more. If 
the pack clearly states that ciga- 
rettes can be dangerous to your 
health my question is, why are 
people still using them. I have 
never smoked a day in my life, 
and [ don't plan to. Smoking was 
the cause of two deaths in my 
family, my grandmother and my 
aunt. Smoking didn't only affect 
my family, but also thousands of 
other families in the United 
States. The CDA states “In the 
United States, tobacco use is 
responsible for about one in five 
deaths annually, about 443,000 
deaths per year, and an estimated 


49,000 of these smoking-related 
deaths are the result of second- 
hand smoke exposure” Here at 
Northern Essex Communit 
College we are a “smoke free” 
campus, although I see kids 
smoking everyday on campus. I 
do not think this rule is enforced 
well at all. Sometimes I see peo- 
ple smoking not even 20 feet 
from security, and the security 
guards just stare without saying 
anything. I am flabbergasted 
when I see that occur, it's like wit- 
nessing a murder and you just 
watch and don't do anything. This 
is a rule and you're breaking it, so 
you have to obey it or suffer the 


consequences. Savanna Wojo 
who occasionally visits the cam- 
pus with her mother states, “Me 
and my mom see people smoking 
constantly. We know that some 
people have addictions and what- 
ever, but do that on your own 
time someplace where you're 
allowed to. 

The only time I saw someone 
actually confront a smoker on 
campus, was on my first week of 
classes. | was coming out of my 
public speaking class, and anoth- 
er man was walking and saw a 
student smoking and yelled, 
“This is a non-smoking campus, 
put it away.” I was shocked that 
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this man that isn't even a security 
guard said something to this per- 
son. The smoker just looked at 
him and walked away. | wish 
there were more people like the 
man that on campus to enforce 
the no smoking rule. 

If you see someone smoking 
on campus, just say tell him or 
her this is a non-smoking cam- 
pus. 
Who knows they might actu- 
ally listen to what you have to 
say, and you will feel good about 
yourself knowing that you 
changed someone for the better. 


Students/Classes are Welcome 


Don’t Miss Juan Rangel, CEO for the 
United Neighborhood Organization (UNO) 


spanics in Americas 
ct Successful 


rant Group 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 12 - 1 P.M. 
Technology Center, Room 103AB 
100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 


Join JUAN RANGEL for a presentation om why he believes that Hispanics have the poten 
tial to be che mext successful immigrant group in America. Im a recent article in the Wall 
Street Journal, Mr. Rangel staces that “Hispanics must be challenged to take full advantage of 
American possibilities through civic participation and deep investments in family, meighbor- 
hoods, and education.” 


Juan Rangel is the Chief Executive Officer for the United Neighborhood Orpanization (UNO), 
metropolitan Chicago's largest Hispanic community-based organization. Over the past 25 years, 
UNO has focused on three direct principles: improving education, promoting citizenship, and 
cultivating leaders, all to ensure the economic advancement for generations of Hispanics, and 
setting an example of whar's truly possible 


Sponsored by NECC’s Center for Professional Development in 
collaboranon with the White Fund Enlightenment Series. For 


thore informetion, contact Judith Kamber, deen of professional 


development, at 978.556.3955 or jkamber@nece.mass.edu, 
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Meet the NECC Observer Staff 


By Milka Martinez 


Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Editor-in- 

Chief. 
“My goal this semester is to make the 
paper about NECC and NECC only. I 
want to solidify our team and tighten up 
our design. My goal for next semester is 
to get an Associated Collegiate Press 
Pacemaker award. I was on the staff for 
Pamassus in 2011 when we won the 
Pacemaker. I saw how Patrick Lochelt 
led that team of staff and contributors to 
be the best in the nation. We have a fan- 
tastic team on the Observer this year and 
our faculty adviser Mary Jo Shafer is 
behind us 100 percent. I feel confident 
that if we work hard, we can achieve 
this.” 


Ashlee Ferrante, Copy Editor 


look amazing every issue. I want people 
to look at the paper and go " wow this is 
really awesome." I take a lot of pride in 
the work I do, including my writing . 
Writing for me is something that I never 
thought I would like. I've grown to love 
writing. It makes me feel so happy know- 
ing that people enjoy reading what I like. 
We're like our own little family in the 
news room. I'm looking forward to mak- 
ing new friendships.” 


————oee 


Michele Simon, Photo Journalist 


“T still want to do some writing but I’ve 
switched to photo journalism and I’d real- 
ly like to explore journalistic photography 
and not just snap pictures,” 


Everson Taveras, Features Editor 


“My goal is to establish myself as a well- 
known and respected journalist at NECC. 
I hope to make new friends and strength- 


WHY TRANSFER TO ~ 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 24% hours from Northem 
Essex Comminnity Colle gp is 

a. studentonemted university 
devoted to scudeniuc excellence 
snd ». strong sense of conmiunit« 
Our nyjors include nationally 
ranked programs in sits snd 


gnicnces, business, fn gneering, 


the career you want. 


—QUINNIPIAG UNIVERSITY 
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health sciences, nursing snd 
commmnicstions. And we're 
committed to using the credits 
you ve already curne|ed. Viat 
www.quinmipiac.edu to ser 
why Quimipisr is your next step 
towasrd ». bachelor's degree snd 


OPEN HOUSES 


Sept. 22, Der. 20 
é Norv. re 


en old relationships. Whether I'm writing 
for a newspaper or slowly but surely fin- 
ishing a novel that should have been 
completed many years ago, my writing 
will always serve to advocate for the truth 
and educate the people. It will stand to 
represent literature that is beneficial to 
those who read it and detrimental to those 
who do not. I write every word of every 
article with the hope that when someone 
does read it, they leave getting the sense 
that it pulled at their strings a little or that 
it questioned their thoughts on a certain 
idea or what they believe.” 


the News 
Editor of the 
NECC 
Observer is to 
inform students 
and staff of 
what is 


Milka Martinez, News Editor 


truly happening on campus, always keep- 
ing integrity in every article I write ensur- 
ing students and staff current and accurate 
information.” 


Matthew Gingras, Sports 


not everyone knows about ours. I want to 


build a strong sports section and make it 
something that people read and talk 
about.” 


Jessica Palmer, Opinion Editor 

“My goal for this semester as opinions 
editor is to assist those who are unsure of 
their own opinion. Spreading awareness 
or prompting issues and giving as much 
knowledge as I can. I'd like to reach out 
to others with my words and give them 
something to look forward to every issue. 
My own personal goals are to deepen my 
writing and personal thoughts. Writing is 
an outlook for me and allows me to look 
beyond myself and into the eyes of oth- 
ers. In the future I will publish a memoir 
of my life and the struggles I had to over 
come. Becoming the opinions editor has 
allowed me to meet some amazing peo- 
ple and make new friends as well as 
doing what I love most, writing. I'd like 
to continue to use my analytical and per- 
sonal skills to continue my work on The 
Observer.” 


UMass Boston 


Open House 2012 
Saturday, October 13" 


Starts at 9 a.m. 


FALL 


Reserve your spot at. 
www.umb.edu/openhouse 


*According to The Princeton Review 2012 


Alexander Spinelli, A&E Editor 


“My goal is to give the students at 
NECC a closer look at the amazing 
and wonderful talent that surrounds 
them, and the chance to give those 
talented and dedicated students 
recognition and a chance in the spot- 
light.” 


Bob Horan, Campus Life Editor 


“My first goal is to write well. My 
second goal is to inform the college 
community about all the interesting 
things that happen here at the col- 
lege. My final goal is to graduate 
with honors this semester” 


Doors open for check-in at 8:30 a.m. 


UMASS 
BOSTON 
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David Meehan 
guides tour through 
American wing at 
MFA 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 


David Meehan taught 
fine arts at Lawrence High 
school for 33 years. Now 
that he has retired, he con- 
tinues to fuel his passions 
for teaching, fine art and 
the people of Lawrence 
through his continuing and 
long standing collabora- 
tion with The White Fund. 

Mary Guererro has 
been a trustee for The 
White Fund for two years. 
She teaches at the Henry 
i Oliver School. 
Coincidentally, Henry K. 
Oliver was one of the first 
three original trustees of 
the White fund from 1861- 
1873. 


Meehan and 
Guererro accompanied a 
guided excursion to the 
MFA. The group visited 


the two year old American 
Art wing. They also 


Arts and Entertainment 


White Fund hosts night at MFA 


viewed the Claude Monet 
painting, Field of Poppies, 


considered to be the 
crowning jewel of the 
White Fund _ collection. 


Field of Poppies is exhibit- 
ed in the impressionist 
room of the European art 
wing. The event was spon- 
sored by the White Fund 
and presented by Northern 
Essex Community College. 
The event was free and 
open to the public. 

In accordance with 


the directive from the 
fund's originator, Judge 


Daniel Appelton White, to 
“promote the moral, intel- 
lectual, and Christian 
advancement and instruc- 
tion of the inhabitants of 
the town of Lawrence,” the 
White Fund traveled to the 
MFA on September 26th 
with a group of men and 
women from the greater 
Lawrence area. There the 
history of the founding 
families of Essex County 
and some of their art work 
was revealed through the 
passionate teaching of 
Meehan, who weaved us 
through the history of the 
Lawrence and Lowell fami- 
lies, the Derby and Copley 
families among _ others, 
along with the impact they 
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Field of Poppies by Monet is on long term loan to the Museum of Fine Arts unil a 
suitable museum can be built in Lawrence to house it. It can be viewed in the 
impressionist room in the European art wing. 


had on the cultural commu- 
nities they lived and 
worked in. Meehan paused 


at regular intervals to regaled the tales with 
allow an interpreter to much the same _ vigor 
retell his teachings. She Meehan was using. 


The White Fund- A Lawrence Legacy 


Local judge secures 
plans for the moral, 
intellectual, and 
Christian advance- 
ment and instruction 
of Lawrencians.” 


By Mary ELLEN 


D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Judge Daniel Appleton White, 
1776-1861, made significant con- 
tributions in Essex County to var- 
ious civic and political efforts 
that he was passionate about. He 
was especially passionate about 
historical and literary causes. The 
land he was born on was original- 
ly in Methuen but became the 
center of Lawrence after it was 
incorporated in 1847. White 
established a charitable founda- 
tion in 1852 that bore his name. 
He held “at heart the welfare of 
his native place, the same being 
now a part of the said town of 
Lawrence.” He also said he was, 
“earnestly desiring to do some- 
thing to promote the improve- 
ment and prosperity of its now 
numerous population,” according 
the The White Fund Paintings 
catalogue. 

He gave his land to the trust. 
He left specific instructions that a 
portion of the land be used to 
raise a library. The remaining 
land was to be sold off and the 
proceeds were to be invested and 


used for three purposes. The first 
was to establish an annual lecture 
series, “to enlighten the mind and 
elevate the character of the young 
of both sexes... with a deep con- 
viction of the importance of early 
cultivating those virtues, habits 
and principals which constitute 
excellent character and furnish 
the most reliable resources for 
their advancement and success in 
life.” White was ahead of his time 
when he allowed women to be 
included in the audience of the 
lecture series. He was chastised 
for this but he stood his ground, 
firmly believing that young 
women deserved to be educated 
as well as young men. The sec- 
ond was to use the money from 
the investment to purchase books 
for the library. The third was for 
other activities to “promote the 
moral, intellectual, and Christian 
advancement and instruction of 
the inhabitants of the town of 
Lawrence.” 

Fifty years later, the Reverend 
William Edgar Wolcott , a dedi- 
cated preacher and an adamant 
advocate for the people in the 
town of Lawrence, willed 17 
paintings, together with their 
frames, to the White Fund. His 
goal was to “create and gratify a 
public taste for fine art, particu- 
larly among the people of the city 
of Lawrence.” He remained opti- 
mistic until his death in his faith 
of the growth and improvement 
in the City of Lawrence as he 
stated in his will that there would 
be a fire-proof building con- 
structed in the City of Lawrence 
in order to house a public art 
gallery where the painting could 
be on constant public display. 
Until that time the paintings were 
to be housed at the Museum of 


Fine Arts. 

Full size reproductions 
were commissioned by the White 
Fund in the late 1990's to be hung 
in the Lawrence Public Library 
and at Northern Essex 
Community College at the 
Lawrence campus. 


“Poppy Field in a Hallow Near Giveny” is 
another Monet painting in the MFA. 


Mary Ellen D 


Another trip 
is planned for the 
spring. Meehan 
will again be guid- 
ing a tour through 
the MFA. It’s 
something to look 
forward to. 


oe 
bari photo 


Michele Simon photo 


David Meehan talks to the White 
Fund MFA event attendees . 


: a. <a/= 
"Angelo-Lombari photo 
In the Impressionist room with the Field 
of Poppies hangs Peirre-August Renoir’s 
painting “Landscape on the Coast Near 
Menton 


Michele Simon photo 
The White Fund group poses with 
David Meehan under the Field of 
Poppies. 


Celebrating 40 


Years of Dance 


By ALEXANDER SPINELLI 
Editor of Arts and Entertainment 


This summer millions of 
people across the country 
watched “So You Think You 
Can Dance?” and saw thou- 
sands of dancers compete to 
have a chance to prove that they 
have all the right moves to be 
the best dancer in the country. 
Well to some, dance might be 
all about one dancer having the 
right moves but the Dance Club 
here at NECC is about much 
more than that. 

After 40 years of perform- 
ances, Dance Club is continu- 
ously striving for a fresh look 
and fresh faces. Michelle 
Deane has headed the dance 
program here at NECC for the 
past five years. Deane is a for- 
mer NECC student; she trans- 
ferred to UMASS Amherst 
where she received a BFA in 
Dance & Fine Arts, and a 
Masters in Education from 
Cambridge College. 

Deane talked about her 
experience with being in charge 
of Dance Club, and said how it 
Was a great opportunity for a 
wide variety of students to 
come in and have the chance to 
work together. “You're going to 
get students with different lev- 
els of dance experience under 
their belt, it's a challenge but 
it's also the beauty of it. To 


_ Five, Six 
Eight! Dance Club 
‘is Looking Great! 


have all of these different kids 
come together and work on 
something they can be proud 
of” Deane said. 

Deane was in charge of 
Dance Club for the first two 
years that she was here, but 
then she turned it over to 2010 
NECC alum Tracy DiJulia. 
“The students needed a differ- 
ent voice,” Deane said. “They 
could get my style from class, 
but they needed exposure to 
more textures and a different 
quality of movement from a 
strong choreographer. The best 
choice for them to get that was 
to bring Tracy in.” 

DiJulia is on her third year 
of being in charge of the Dance 
Club and it's right where she 
wants to be. “When Michelle 
asked me to take over the 
Dance Club for her I was so 
honored and excited that she 
was offering me this opportuni- 
ty,” DiJulia said. She is excited 
to be working at the college 
level. DiJulia has plans to 
attend Simons College in the 
spring to pursue a degree in 
Arts & Administration. 

DiJulia said “Dance Club is 
challenging because I only have 
the students for one hour a 
week. It's never consistent with 
who will be able to make 
rehearsal, nor will I get the 
same type of dancers each 
semester.” DiJulia doesn't let 
that discourage her or the 
dancers who are willing to 
learn. “There's no pressure on 
students who come in and give 


Arts and Entertainment 
, seven, 


Dance Club warms up before rehearsal. 


it a try. | would never make 
them do anything that makes 
them feel uncomfortable. It's 
for everyone to have the chance 
to learn.” 

Second year Dance Major, 
Lena DeCosta has had three 
different semesters working 
with DiJulia. DeCosta said 
“everything she does is fun, 
flashy, and entertaining. I have 
so much fun doing it.” DeCosta 
will be in four different dance 
pieces for the Dance Programs 
showcase “Gravity” and has the 
chance to work with DiJulia for 


club and Deane for class. 
“Michelle has a more modern 


twist in all of her pieces, 
whereas Tracy is fun and jazzy 
and I love having both of 
them.” 

DeCosta stressed just as 
much as Deane and DiJulia that 
you don't have to be a good 
dancer to join. Everyone is 
accommodated for, and the 
want to dance is what brings 
them all together. 

“Dance Club ends up being 
a gateway for students to learn 
more about the dance program 
here and most students who 
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join end up 
signing up 
for classes. 
They then 
start becom- 
ing a commu- 
nity, they 
build friend- 
ships, and 
have a place 
to) £0) — to 
which is 
uncommon 
for a com- 
MM ke 6 or 
school,” said 
Deane. St 
encourage 
anyone who 
has an inter- 
est to come 
out and try. 
We're very 
accepting 
and we love 
new faces.” 

Dance 
Club meets 
every Monday from noon to 
one. 

“Gravity The Dance Clubs 
40th performance goes up Nov 
30th and Dec Ist at 7:30 in the 


Tracy DiJuia and Michelle Deane 
Photo by Alexander Spinelli 
Sports and Fitness Center. 
For more information about 


the Dance Club or Dance 
Program please contact 
Michelle Deane at 


mdeane@necc.mass.edu. 


Artist of the Month! 


have her. 


September's Artist of the month goes to. .. 


Michele Simon 
Staff Photographer at the NECC Observer 


NECC Observer's Editor in Chief Mary-Ellen D'Angelo Lombari nominated Michele and this is what she 
had to say.. 


“T am nominating Michele because she is good at everything she touches. I have been on staff with her at 
the Observer and Parnassus for several years. In 2012 she had a piece of work in every category of 
Pamassus. These would be photography, poetry, fiction and creative non-fiction. She was the only one 
who did this. One of her poems, Words, won the 2012 Peace Poetry contest here at NECC. This year she 
is working with me (us) as a photojournalist at the Observer. She makes herself available to take any pho- 
tos anyone needs, even on a moments notice. She works hard and does her best at everything. She has an 
eye for detail that takes my breath away. She has saved my skin more than once with her hard work and 
observation skills. This is why I nominate Michele Simon for artist of the month.” 


Everyone here at the Observer is thankful for all that Michele does. She's truly gifted and we're all lucky to 


’ 
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News 


NECC, Smoke Free Campus 


By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 


We all know that smok- 
ing is bad, and that in the 
long run could cause vari- 
ous type of cancer. We also 
know that NECC campuses 
are smoke free, and signs 
are posted around the 
buildings to keep us aware 
of that. So why do people 
smoke on campus if it is 
not allowed? According to 
the NECC policies and reg- 
ulations booklet, smoking 
on campus is prohibited, 
but there are numerous stu- 
dents, and sometimes staff, 
that still do it; so, is there 
any consequences for those 
found breaking the rules? 
And if there are, what are 
they? 


“We .are getting more 
smoke-free campus signs 
around the property. We 
have one in the main 
entrance, and one on every 
entrance of the parking 
lot.” This is according to 


Dan Tirone, Lieutenant of 


Public Safety and 
Transportation. “We tell 
students they are not 


allowed to smoke on cam- 
pus unless they have a car, 
and they frequently ask, 
what if I don't have a car? | 
tell students, unless you 
don't want to go out to 


smoke 
smoke” 


Elliott Street and 
there, you can't 
Tirone added. 


While Tirone was being 


interviewed, Barbara 
Stachniewicz, an English 
Department Professor, 


came into the office with a 
complaint. “I came to com- 
plain about people smoking 
outside the Tech building,” 
she said. Paul Abdulle, a 
Public Safety and 
Transportation officer, 
immediately left the office 
and headed over the 
Technology Center to take 
care of the issue. Professor 
Stachniewicz later clari- 
fied she was not complain- 
ing about student smokers 
but smokers part of an out- 
side group that was using 
the Tech Center. “My point 
was that guests to the cam- 
pus need to follow the 
same rules that students, 
faculty, and staff do,” she 
later added. 

Gene Hatem, Director of 


Public Safety and 
Transportation, and Nita 
Lamborghini, Dean of 
Student Life, also had a 
word to say about the 
smoking on campus policy. 
They both agreed _ that 


smoking on campus has not 
been a big issue. “Students 
are typically very polite in 
putting their ciga- 
rettes, and we need to give 


away 


& RS eee” 
students credit for 
they do. We spend a lot of 
time reminding students of 
the school's policy. We 
want a smoke-free environ- 


ment; it's healthier.” 
Lamborghini also added. 
“Everybody should be 


enforcing the non smoking 
ban on campus; staff, pro- 
fessors, Public Safety. | 
don’t think we’ve given 
any tickets since school 
started for individuals 
smoking on campus.” 
Hatem later added. 
Smoking on campus is 
considered a violation to 
the college's smoke-free 


environment policy, and 
can be penalized by the 
school's authorities. 

*First violation: The 


Campus Security Logs . 


By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 


Haverhill Campus 
o Sept. 21 
Police report filled. 


man 


trespassed 


library 


() Sept. 21 student intoxicated 


7? 


fe) Sept. 


participant from 


was taken to the Merrimack Valley Hospital 


9? 


re) Sept. 


transported to Merrimack Valley Hospital 


te) Sept. 22 


Man was transported to Holy Family Hospital 


The Special Field Games had a 


Person 


seizure. 


man had a diabetic seizure while running on the track area. He was 


man fell to the ground due to dizziness at The Special Field Games. 


ra) Sept. 26 staff member fell and twisted her ankle. Staff member did not 
receive medical assistance 

o Sept. 30 broken window in B building 

Lawrence Campus 

o Sept. 25 intoxicated student. He was taken to Lawren General-Hospital. 


There was not police report filled 
Lawrence Extension Campus 


re) No incidents reported 


Riverwalk campus 
o No incidents 


reported 


' what 


EE Phe we SO a Lars teat e 
student will receive a writ- 
ten warning, “a discipline 
file will be established for 


the student and a copy of 

the letter of warning 

placed in his/her file.” 
*Second violation: 


$25.00 fine. The student 
will be placed on registra- 
tion “hold” and will not be 
able register for classes or 
graduate until the fee is 
paid. “At this point the stu- 
dent will be given an 
option, in writing, to see 
the College Discipline 
Officer and sign a state- 
ment pledging to abide by 
the NECC Smoke-Free 
Environment Policy, to 
avoid further disciplinary 
consequences. Once the 
pledge is signed the $25.00 


Oe 
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fee will be waived.” 

*Third violation: 100.00 
fine. Just like a second 
violation, the student will 
be placed on registration 
“hold” and will not be able 
to register for classes or 
graduate until the fee is 
paid. The student will also 
receive a written warning 
as a notification. 

*Fourth violation: 
Automatic suspension, The 
student will be suspended 
from school and will be 
also notified in writing. 
This is according the col- 
lege statements, policies, 
and disclosures booklet. 


A word from The Director of Public 
Safety & Transportation 


Gene Hatem, Director of Public Safety 
and Transportation says, “As you can see 
we have got the new crosswalk signs forth 
safety of the pedestnans. Itis a state law that 
drivers have to stop for pedestnans that are 
trying to cross the street. In between classes 
there are a lot of pedestnans and drivers in 
the parking lot. We ask all the drivers to 
watch speed; we want to keep people safe. 
Drivers should refrain from using thei cell- 
phones because of the high number of 


pedestnans in between classes, We also have 


a lot of young children coming in and out so 
dnvers need to be extra carefill between C 
and D building, I know people take phone 
calls or text afier class so if people are going 

fo text, to do it on the parking lot before diiv- 

ing, not to text while dnving” 


Public Safety Offices 
Haverhill campus: 
100 Elliot St Room C112B 
978-556-3689 
Lawrence campus: 
45 Franklin St Main lobby 
978-738-7499 
Lawrence Extension 
campus 
78 Amesbury St Main lobby 
978-738-7699 
NECC Riverwalk: 
360 Merrimack St; Building 
9, Entry K, 3rd floor 


978-659-1200 


ts adliteeeas 


Classical music concert 
for visiting students 


BY ROBERT HORAN 


Campus Life Editor 


The Northern’ Essex 
| Community College Music 
| Program presented a classical 
“music concert last week in honor 

of the visiting students from the 
Adam Mickiewicz University of 
Pozna - Poland. 
_ Music Professor Christina 
Dietrich hosted the evening's 
event, a program of Eastern 
European composers that includ- 
ed Frederyk Chopin, Franz Liszt 
and Modeste Mussorgsky. Fifteen 
a Anshuman Das opened 
program for Maestro Michael 
Kramer. Kramer played the suite 
“Pictures at an Exhibition” by 
Mussorgsky. 

Bill Heineman, Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, 
was in attendance with his wife. 
Heineman said, “I thought the 
concert and the visit of the Polish 
Students in general were big suc- 
esses. The skill and artistry of 

two pianists were impressive. 
Tt was nice to see such a mix of 
people in the audience at the con- 
cert: students, faculty, staff, 
members of the external commu- 
nity, younger and older fans of 
classical music. The concert was 
just one example of many excel- 
lent activities put together by the 
NECC community for the Polish 
students.” 

“They helped to expand the 
global awareness of our commu- 
nity, which is a major goal of the 
college. Northern Essex helped 
the Polish students to further 
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Photo By Bob Horan 


Jane Thiefels (far right) and her class of visiting Polish Students 


develop their conversational 
English language skills. Their 
professor, Jane Thiefels, 
Assistant Dean Janice Rogers, 
and many others deserve our 
thanks for their hard work to 
make this visit such a success,” 
said Heineman. 

Professor Emerita of English 
as a Second Language Jane 
Thiefels said, “It was a splendid 
performance in every sense of the 
word. It really was a lovely 
evening. 

The english program hosted 
15 Polish students (one of which 
had to return home early) that 
completed an intensive four week 
course in Conversational 
American English. Each day they 
attended classes taught by NECC 
professors in subjects such as his- 
tory, government, environmental 
studies, entrepreneurship and lit- 
erature. “They came with a high 


level of English proficiency,” 
said Thiefels. 

Polish native Dr. Michael 
Speidel created the program and 
was the liaison for the students 
and the NECC community. 
Thiefels said, “He was instru- 
mental in making this happen.” 
Thiefels facilitated learning after 
the daily classes, helping with 
vocabulary and translations. 

Aleksander Libera, a 20 year- 
old law student, came here to 
improve his English, one of the 
official languages in _ the 
European Union. “We had many 
opportunities to learn about your 
culture, your history and your 
political system. The professors 
were very passionate about teach- 
ing,” he said. “The greatest point 
is that the U.S. is an open and free 
society. There is much more tol- 
erance here.” 

Twenty-two year old Milosz 


“Peter” Szczepaniak is studying 
Internet technology and this is his 
third trip to the United States. He 
has previously worked at a fish 
packing plant in Alaska and a 
campground in Colorado. He was 
focused on his studies and spent a 
lot of time on campus and in the 
library. “The main purpose in 
coming here was to learn 
English,” he said. “People who 
are skilled at speaking English 
are in demand, especially in com- 
puter science.” 

Both men mentioned their 
fascination with U.S. history and 
enjoyed classes with Professors 
Andy Morse and Richard Padova. 
The political system in Poland is 
much different than the U.S. 
Poland has five viable political 
parties. Padova said, “I really 
enjoyed talking to the students 
about the presidential elections. 
We had an engaging question and 


_ Visiting Polish students study English 


answer session after. It was a 
pleasure to discuss and help them 
understand our election process.” 

Thiefels said, “The most 
rewarding thing is that the stu- 
dents became much more expres- 
sive in their use of the language. 
They were able to actively 
engage with native English 
speakers and to converse and dis- 
cuss ideas in class. All had an 
increased awareness and became 
more confident in English.” 

Libera said, “Tt was a great 
experience. 


Photo By Bob Horan 


Jane Thiefels (Left) and 
Professor Christina 
Dietrich with pianist 
Anshuman Das. 


Former Poet Laureate Tom Sexton goes back to college 


Reading from his new 
-book of poetry “ Bridge 


Street at Dusk” 
BY RoBERT HoRAN 


Campus Life Editor 


Tom Sexton was floundering. 
The year was 1963. He was work- 
ing sporadically as a factory 
worker and doing odd jobs. He 
enrolled at Northern Essex. “I was 

fo years out of the Army and 
1 when they took me in,” he 
said. 

That was the beginning of an 
odyssey that led Sexton from his 
hometown of Lowell to 
Anchorage, Alaska, and become 
Alaska's Poet Laureate from 
1995-2000. 

Tom credits the professors at 
Northern Essex who helped him 
Tealize that he could do more with 
his life. “NECC gave me confi- 
dence in myself and awakened a 
life long love of learning,” he 
said. 

He continued his education at 
Salem State, where he earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English. Sexton earned his mas- 
ter's degree at the University of 
Alaska at Anchorage and made his 
living as a professor for 24 years. 

Sexton taught the same canon 
for many years because our expe- 
Tiences shape our view at different 
stations in our lives. “A poem is 


new every time that you read it. 
There is always a new discovery 
to be made,” he said. 

Sexton began writing poetry at 
NECC. Regarding why he wrote, 
he quoted Robert Frost, “Writing 
poetry is a lover's quarrel with the 
world”, said Frost. Sexton must 
have had a few quarrels with the 
world, for he has written 13 books 
of poetry. He cited Seamus 
Heaney, Robert Frost and 
Elizabeth Bishop as his greatest 
influences. 

Sexton is an outdoorsman, nat- 
uralist and has a great sense of 
humor. His large body of work 
reflects that. Many of his poems 
deal directly with the environ- 
ment. “We are a part of nature. So 
when I write, I am usually writing 
about the world, usually the beau- 
ty of the natural world”, he said. 

Sexton's last book, 2011's “I 
Think Again of Those Ancient 
Chinese Poets”, is a collection of 
59 poems, in an Eighth Century 
Chinese style with four couplets 
each, eight lines long. “One thing 
that attracted me to the Chinese is 
their love of nature and another is 
their simplicity”, he said. 

His latest work, “Bridge Street 
at Dusk” was published in July. 
He revisits the old mill town of 
Lowell with stories of the working 
class in the 40's and 50's. “This 
book is mostly about the Irish 
immigrants in Lowell because that 
is where I come from,” said 


Sexton. 

There are poems about factory 
workers in Maine. There are 
poems about World War II, Jack 
Kerouac, bowling alleys, Golden 
Gloves boxing and one about 
Henry David Thoreau and Irish 
rebel James Collins at Walden 
Pond. One poem is a mythical feat 
about a gentleman who skated 
from Lowell to the source of the 
Merrimack, at the confluence of 
the Pemigewassett and the 
Winnipesaukee rivers. 

A previously written 
poem, “Pool Shark” appears again 

in “Bridge Street at Dusk”. It is 
aera legendary Lowell pool play- 
er Willie Provencher. “I have been 
writing this poem for 30 years. I 
continue to make incremental 
changes,” he said. 

“J think poetry can help us 
deal with sadness and melancholy. 
Even though poetry may deal with a 
dark subject, it can bring us joy if it is 
well written. It can bring us pleasure, 
even if that pleasure is tempered with 
sadness” 


Tom Sexton will be read- 
ing from his new book, “Bridge 
Street at Dusk” with a question 
and answer period following on 
October 16 at noon. According to 
Ernie Greenslade, because of pop- 
ular demand the reading has been 
moved to Lecture Hall A in the C 
(Spurk) Building. The reading is 
free and open to the public. All are 
welcome to attend. 


What is Happening on Campus 


Today Oct. 3rd “Picnic on the Lawn” 


12-1 pm 


Haverhill Campus Quad 
Tonight Oct. 3rd Women’s Volleyball vs CCRI630 pm 
The Sport and Fitness Center Gym Haverhill Campus 
Friday Oct. 5th 10-11:30 am Hartleb Technology Center Room 103 Former 
Massachusetts Govermor and Democratic Presidential Nominee Michael 
Dukakis on his experience in the 1988 Election. 


Tuesday Oct. 9th from 8:45 to 10am. mn the Lawrence High School Performing 
Arts Center, 70-72 North Parish Road. Juan Rangel will present ‘Hispanics in America: 
the Next Successful Immigrant Group.” Rangel will appear the same day at 
the Haverhill Campus from 12-1:00 pm in TC 103 


Wednesday Oct. 10th 


12-1pm Student Leadership 


Development Orientation TC103 - Haverhill Campus 
Wednesday Oct.10th 630pm Women’s Volleyball vs Nashua Community 
College Haverhill Campus Sport and Fitness Center 
Thursday October 11th National Depression Screening Day 11:00 am - 1:00 


pm Free Screening C Building Lobby Video and Q and A Following. Do you need. 


help? Call 978-556-3644 


Ongoing : “Carousels of the 21st Century; The Sculpture of Jeffrey 
Briggs, will be on exhibit through Saturday, Oct. 13, in theNorthern 
Essex CommunityCollege Bentley Library ArtSpace on the Haverhill 


campus. 


Tuesday, October 16th Tom Sexton, Professor Emeritus of English at 
the University of Alaska and former poet laureate of Alaska, presenting a poet- 
ry reading at Northem Essex Community College’s Haverhill Campus from 
noon to | p.m. in the “A” Lecture Hall in the C Building 
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Sports 


Volleyball strong at home opener 


Knights Overpower 
Holyoke Community 
College, 3-1 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


The Northern Essex 
Community College Knights 
volleyball team had _ their 
home opener on September 26 
and were able to edge the 
Holyoke Community College 
Lady Cougars, 3 sets to 1. The 
match, in which NECC 
dropped only the second set, 
gave the Knights a 2-1 record 
on the season, and 1-0 in 
Region XXI play. 

The Knights faced little 
resistance in the opening set, 
outscoring Holyoke 25-10. 
During the set, the Knights 
went on a game high seven 
point streak. 

Setter Devin Mears led the 
team in assists, filling out the 
scorecard with 20 on the night. 
“We're very proud with the 
victory. We worked really well 
together, had good passes, 
said Mears. Mears added | 
service ace and | dig as well. 

Middle-hitter Jessica 
Goulet was ecstatic about the 
teams win. “I haven't played in 
a year, so it felt really good to 
ect a win. I love it, I love vol- 
eyball.” Goulet notched 3 
kills in the match, including a 
few in the tight closing set and 
also had two service aces. 

The second set, which 
Northern Essex dropped 19- 
25, saw the team battle them- 
selves more than the Lady 


Cougars. Although _ they 
dropped the set, the Knights 
went on a 6-1 run in the sec- 
ond to take a brief 16-14 set 
lead. Devin Mears was the 
server during the comeback. 

“T think our emotions were 
getting the better of us, and 
that's not who we are,’ Goulet 
explained. 

The Knights were able to 
battle back, though, taking the 
third set 25-16 and the fourth 
set 25-21. 

Goulet said the team was 
able to forget the second set 
moving forward. “The third 
set was a new set, so we came 
out like we did in the first. We 


ee a 


“We're very proud with 
the victory. We workd 
really well together.” 


-Devin Mears 


believed in each other.” 

Head Coach Sue MacAvoy 
spoke well of the team 
rebounding after the second 
set loss. “We bounced back 
well; we moved some people 
around and really adjusted 
well to that. The team was 
able to trust each other more.” 

“It was a very important 
win for us. We're now 1-0 in 
the region. Tonight was our 
first region game,” MacAvoy 
continued. 

Moving forward, Mears 
thinks the team to continue to 
improve. “We're going to get 
more hits, digs, kills. We work 
well together.” 


The Northern Essex womens volleyball team goes for the point against Holyoke. 


photo by Matt Gingras 


Pictures are Mariely Ruiz (left), Jessica Gouley (center) and Devin Mears (right). 


Outside hitter Marinella 
Ferretto also had a big game 
for Northern Essex. Ferretto 
had a 3 kills and 4 digs for the 
Knights, helping their victory 
in a big way. Middle-hitter 
Alicia Allan added 2 killsand a 
team high 5 digs for Northern 
Essex as well. 

The Knights are back at 
home today, October 3, where 
they are hosting _ the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island. The game begins at 6 

.m. and will take place in the 
‘jtness Center on_ the 
Haverhill Campus. Admission 
is free. The Knights also 
played in an invitational tour- 
nament over the weekend. 


NECC Volleyball Touwmament 
Results (September 28 & 29 


NECC vs NHTTI 
Loss, 2-0 
CG hs pe HE LD 


NECC vs UMaine Machias 
Loss, 2-0 
14-25) ora) 


NECC vs Paul Smith College 
Win, 2-0 
(25-116; ‘25-23) 
NECC vs Holyoke C.C. 
Win, 2-0 


(26-24, 26-24) 


a. 


F photo by Matt Gingras 


Devin Mears 
against Holyoke. 


serves 


Students participate in Intramural Sports 


Students keep active 
with intramural 
sports 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Students were panting in exhaus- 
tion, with sweat pouring down their 
faces. In one scenario, there were 
socks covered in dirt on a students 
feet. September 21 featured intramu- 
ral soccer outside on the lawn in front 
of the Fitness Center: Soccer is just 
one of the intramural sports Northern 
Essex Community College offers; 
football and wiffleball were also 
actively participated in a week prior 

The match, which featured blue 
pinnies (scrimmage vests) pitted 
against yellow, was a 5-on-5 game 
After 50 minutes of play, the yellow 
squad edged blue in a tight contest, 2- 
1. 

Chris Stokham, a business man- 
agement major, expressed his interest 
in the program. When asked how he 
felt about the program, Stokham said, 
“It's really good. Anyone that wants 
to play can. It's really diverse.” 

Stokham, unfortunately, was 
forced to be taken out of the game 
early. A player slid into his shin and 
knocked him out of the game. He 
explained, “You have to sign a waiv- 


er just in case anything happens.” 

Cory Malm, studying 
Liberal Arts at Northern Essex, also 
expressed enthusiasm about the intra- 
mural sports. “I like that it keeps me 
active,” he started. “I enjoy meeting 
new people, and this is a good way to 
do that.” 

Because it's a different sport 
every day, there's always a new activ- 
ity to be played at the field. Chris 
Cox, a Political Science major, 
expressed that when asked what he 
liked about the intramural program. 
“There's always a different game, and 
it's a fun way to play. Last week I 
played quarterback (during football) 
and it was the first time I really used 
my arm all summer.” 

The program appeals to every- 
one, as well. Chris L, Business major, 
said, “I don't watch sports, but I have 
fun playing. It's more fun.” When 
asked about his favorite sport thus 
far, Chris answered “Football. I can 
actually catch. I like to use my hands, 
and have them not just sit there.” 

You don't need to be on one of 
the school's official teams to be 
active at school. Anyone is invited to 
play in any of the intramural sports 
To participate in intramural activities, 
students are encouraged to go over to 
the Fitness Center at the Haverhill 
campus. Sports are played between 
noon and | p.m. on most Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 


who's 


Students enjoying intramural football on September 24. Intramurals are one of the 
intramural sports that Northern Essex offers. 
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GSA makes presence known at NE 


featured club for 
ctober in 
tudent activities 


EVERSON TAVERAS 
Editor 


In interpersonal communication, 
would fall into the category of pri- 
identity. That could mean being 
part of a certain group that has yet 
be accepted in society, or suiting 
up in latex at midnight to save meow- 
ing cats and innocent lives. Either 
ay, it is often found to be taboo and 
have many stereotypes surrounding it 
in most cultures, countries and reli- 
gions. 
Going against the grain, against 
jt you were raised to think and 
lieve can be really difficult and 
challenging. You want to be true to 
‘who are, and yet at the same time you 
also want everyone around you to be 
happy. The last thing you want to do 
is let your peers down or disappoint 
your parents. After all, they look up 
‘to you. You look up to them. They 
“make up most of your life, if not all 
of it. But as adolescents sometimes 
-you can't help but be curious; tempta- 
tion being around every corner, beg- 


into ACTION! 
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ging you to follow, to give in. And 
when that moment comes, when you 
finally muster what little courage you 
have to declare yourself to the world, 
it may not be your proudest moment. 
Faces of shock or disgust will plague 
your mind, though there will be some 
that smile. You might lose friends 
that you've known all your life, your 
family may disown you; the world 
may suddenly seem colder than what 
you had anticipated it to be. You 
could lose everything... and it won't 
be the end of the world. If your 
friends are true, they'll stand by you 
and those that leave were never real- 
ly there. If your family truly loves 
you, for who are as a person and not 
for the little boy or girl they raised, 
then they will embrace you once 
more as if you had never left their 
arms. You are not alone. 

Before the sexual revolution of 
the 1960s, there was no common 
non-derogatory vocabulary for non- 
heterosexuality; the closest such 
term, "third gender" traces back to 
the 1860s, but never gained wide 
acceptance in the United States. It 
wasn't until the 1990's that the term 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender) began to serve as a self- 
designation and has been adopted by 
the majority "sexuality and gender 
identity-based" community centers in 
media, the United States and some 
other English-speaking countries 
around the world. The group's goal is 


to emphasize a diversity of "sexuali- 
ty and gender identity-based cul- 
tures" and is sometimes used to refer 
to anyone who is non-heterosexual 
instead of exclusively to people who 
are homosexual, bisexual, or trans- 
gender. 

Kate Hunt, a General Studies 
Major at Northern Essex Community 
College, approved of members of the 
LBGT community generously: “I 
think it's a really good thing, some- 
thing to be proud of. I remember in 
high school there was a group of peo- 
ple like that who were very active.” 

Although organizations and sev- 
eral groups have made tremendous 
efforts to encompass LBGT groups 
as a part of American culture over the 
past years, including establishing 
same-sex marriage in six states and 
10 countries apart from the United 
States, it is still held under a negative 
light in many parts of society. 

GSA (Gay-Straight Alliance) is a 
group at Northern Essex Community 
College committed to teaching and 
promoting tolerance and acceptance 
between any and all groups of gen- 
der, orientation, race, or life style. 
GSA also aims to fight discrimina- 
tion and prejudice between said 
groups both on and off campus. It is 
ultimately the group's mission to cre- 
ate a safe environment where people 
that belong to GSA can openly dis- 
cuss who they are without putting 
their lives or that of others in jeop- 


[tay right iit 
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GSA holds bake sales to raise money for activities and charities. 


ardy. 

“It feels really good to be a part 
of something that is bigger than your- 
self,” said Elizabeth Spaeth, a busi- 
ness major at NECC and proud mem- 
ber of GSA. 

During the semesters, the group 
hosts numerous bake sales to raise 
money for activities and charities. 
The group also manages to find spare 
time in between planning events and 
hosting them to partake in discus- 
sions, workshops and depending on 


Got an entrepreneurial idea? 
EXPERIMENT and put it into ACTION! 


$500 Grants available for First Stage Projects, up to $750 Grants available for Second Stage Projects!) 


Become a Campus Catalyst! 


Student Driven-Based on student ideas 
Student Teams-Consist of 1-5 enrolled students. 


Social Responsibility- Community and/or environmental impact 


Opportunity - Addresses need in Lawrence, Lowell or Meraniack Valley 


student interest field trips to concerts 
on occasion. 

The month of October is an 
important one not only for GSA, but 
also for other LBGT organizations in 
the United States and around the 
world. One day in particular res- 
onates more to the community than 
any other. October 11, also known 
more formally as (NCOD) National 
Coming Out Day, is a day that proud- 
ly celebrates individuals who identify 
themselves as lesbian, gay, bisexual 


The Campus Catalyst Program is interested in you! Someone who has an IDEA and wants an opportunity to experiment and put it 


To Apply, submit an application by October 12th online at: http://merrimackvalleysandbox.org/catalyst-programs-2/apply-here/ 
Initial grant of $500 for 1st stage, plus support and growth opportunities will be provided to promising projects. 


Dina Brown (Students, Haverhill) dbrown@necc.mass.edu; Dawna Perez (Students, Lawrence) dperez @necc.mass.edu; Nita Lamborghini (Students, Haverhill) 


™ 


nlamborghini@ necc.mass.edu; or 
[ Sue Grolnic (Faculty) sgrolnic@necc.mass.edu 
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photo by Michele Simon 


David Meehan, veteran art teacher and tour guide, lead a group of 30 people Sept. 24 on a trip 
to the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, which featured the White Fund Art Collection, including the 
jewel of the collection, Field of Poppies near Giverny by Claude Monet. 

While there they also viewed other great works such as Thomas Sulley’s collection of paintings 
of George Washington pictured above. 

The tour was a part of a series of events by the White Fund Enlightenment Series at NECC. Its 
purpose is to have a free series of interactive presentations for Lawrence area adults, youth, and chil- 
dren. They encourage the audience to seek wisdom, cultural enrichment, and intellectual enhance- 
ment by attending and participating. 

Meehan announced at the end of the tour that they would try to have another one at least every 
six months, more frequently if he could. The aprticipants shared his enthusiasm 

The next White Fund event is: ‘Hispanics in America: The Next Successful Immigrant Group,’ 
a presentation by Juan Rangel, Chief Executive Officer for the United Neighborhood Organization. 
It.is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, 2012 from noon to 1:30-p.m., on the Haverhill Campus. 

Rangel will speak on why he believes that Hispanics have the potential to be the next success- 
ful immigrant group in America. In a recent article in the Wall Street Journal, Mr. Rangel states that 
“Hispanics must be challenged to take full advantage of American possibilities through civic partic- 
ipation and deep investments in family, neighborhoods, and education.” 


Coming Event Spotlight 


photo by Michele Simon 


Summer has faded into fall quickly, but students are still taking time to enjoy 
the nice weather outside. Working on drawing projects outside, like the Drawing 
I students pictured above, helps to boost students spirits and creativity. “It’s 
freedan,” said Ray Obrien, a Newburyport graphic design student enjoying the 
class outside. “It’s more freedam than in class. Today it’s bright and sumny. It’s 
better than being in class.” 

Students will get to enjoy same more school time outside Wednesday Oct. 3, 
when the Student Engagement Center will have a picnic om the lawn. Students, 
Faculty and Staff are invited to the Haverhill quad area to enjoy a free cookout, 
field games, novelties and music all in the great autdoors. 


=_ Me sm 
) 
" 
7 
) 


photo by Michele Simon 
Zachary Caudill, a computer information sciences student 
from Lawrence, said when he was younger he met a friend 
who had Diamond Blackfan Anemia, which is an extraordi- 
narily rare blood disorder that afflicts only 5 - 7 people in a 
million. Caudill feels that giving blood is something that he 
can do to help his friend and others like him, and he 
donates frequently. He is pictured at the Sept. 24 blood 
drive at NECC. 


Staff/Faculty Spotlight 


photo by Michele Simon 
Bill Heineman, vice president of academic affairs, was 
present at the Brown Bag Lunch Sept. 26, a discussion 
about text books Sept. 25, and an Evening Students 
Open Forum Sept 24. “It helps to hear from the students. 
It gives me a sense of what is really going on. It is good 
for the students to know we’re not unapproachable.” 


Alumni Spotlight 


When Tom Sexton was a student at NECC he became a 
founding editor of Parnassus Magazine. Forty two years 
later Parnassus is not only still around it was voted best 
in the nation (ACP). Sexton, who moved to Alaska and 
became the Poet Laureate of Alaska, a published author 
and a Professor, will be visiting the college Oct. 16 to 
read from his latest book. Four of his poems are fea- 
tured in this year’s issue of Parnassus 


